BRN Sunset Review Veto
Suggestions for Letters to the Governor.

Thank you to everyone who is writing letters to the Governor.  I need additional help.  
 

After many meetings including staff of Senate Business and Professions; Louise Bailey, Executive Director of the Board of Registered Nursing (BRN); and Secretary Caballero among others, I believe we have a strong commitment to resolve the "sunset" of the BRN. 
 

A bill was passed in the 90's that required every board to "sunset" or go away, every so many years.  The board would not exist unless legislation was passed to have them continue.  The BRN legislation to continue was SB 598, which was vetoed by the Governor.  
 

The bill was vetoed over issues that have nothing to do with the BRN.  Unfortunately, it caused a major problem for us in the nursing profession.  In the past a bureau would have functioned until the board could be reconvened.  Legislation last year eliminated the creation of the bureau.  As of January 1, 2012 the BRN does not exist.  All the laws are on the books but there is no body to enforce them.
 

The Governor and Secretary, along with the BRN have proposed the following solution.  The BRN will sign an MOU with the Department of Consumer Affairs that will allow all the Board staff to continue their functions until a bill is passed in January.  The MOU will allow limited activity of the board but will keep the board and staff intact.  
 

The Senate Business and Professions staff is committed to getting a bill passed ASAP.  The Governor wants a clean bill with nothing but continuing the board.  I need your help to make sure this happens.
 

The bill will be introduced no later than Jan 4th and could be passed in the second week of January IF there are no glitches.  WE  NEED TO STRESS TO THE ASSEMBLY AND SENATE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BRN AND THE NEED TO ACT AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE SO SERVICES ARE NOT DISRUPTED.
 

Please write the Senate and Assembly leaders (contact information below) AND your own Assemblymember and Senator (there is a link on the ANA\C website to determine who yours is www.anacalifornia.org).  
 

Key Points:
 

The BRN is responsible for approving nursing schools; licensing new nurses, international nurses and nurses from other states; disciplining licensed nurses to protect the public.  There are over 380,000 Registered Nurses in California.  
 

The BRN process enough nurses from other states to provide 4000 FTE's of traveling nurses who are specialists in an are of nursing and fill in when nurses go on vacation, maternity leave, or during high patient fluctuations.
 

The BRN licenses all new graduates including approving them to sit for the national examination.
 

A school of nursing must be approved by the BRN for the students to qualify for taking the national examination
 

All instructors must be approved by the BRN for the nursing programs.
 

The BRN disciplines approximately 1000 licenses a year and has over 600 nurses in probation and another 500 in diversion.  
 

 

 

None of these functions can happen without the reinstatement of the BRN.
 

SAMPLE LETTER
 

Senator Steinberg
President pro Tem
State Capitol
Room 205
Sacramento, CA  95814
 

RE:  Board of Registered Nursing
 

Dear Senator Steinberg:
 

I am.......................................
 

The Board of Registered Nursing (BRN) was sunset when the Governor vetoed SB 538 Price.  I am asking your help to reinstate the BRN as quickly as the process allows so services are not disrupted.
 

The Governor's office has assured us that they will sign a bill that is a renewal of the BRN as soon as it can be put on their desk.  We understand that this bill will take a 2/3 vote.  
 

I ask your support in getting a bill through the process as quickly as possible that meets the Governor's request.  
 

Thank you for your support and help!
 

Sincerely
 


 

Senator Steinberg
President pro Tem
 

Capitol Office
State Capitol, Room 205
Sacramento,  CA  95814
Phone:  (916) 651-4006
Fax:  (916) 323-2263

District Office
1020 N Street, Room 576
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 651-1529
Fax: (916) 327-8754

 

http://sd06.senate.ca.gov/contact
 

Assemblyman Perez
Speaker 
Capitol Office
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0046
Tel: (916) 319-2046
Fax: (916) 319-2146
District Office
320 West 4th Street
Room 1050
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Tel: (213) 620-4646
Fax: (213) 620-6319
http://lcmspubcontact.lc.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/ContactPopup.php?district=AD46&
